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Join the fun as familiar fairy tale characters take starring roles in this latest addition to the New York

Times bestselling series YOU READ TO ME, I'LL READ TO YOU. Designed with budding readers

in mind, each of the tales is set in three columns with color-coded type as a script for two voices to

read separately and together. These tales with a twist will delight and amuse young readers!
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Patron walks into my library the other day and demands a video that will teach their child how to

read. Due to the fact that my library only carries Sesame Street videos that deal with holidays or

sing songs, there wasn't much to offer. But the patron's demand got me thinking. Finding good

materials that help children to read can be awfully difficult sometimes. Books for early readers tend

to be dull (like your average "Dick and Jane" fare) or facile. There are exceptions to this rule, of

course, and one of the most notable exceptions is the remarkable, "You Read To Me, I'll Read To

You". This is a book that has killed roughly four birds with a single stone. It helps kids to read,

rhymes beautifully, introduces them to a wide variety of fairy tales, and is funny. Really

honest-to-goodness funny. This is a book that parents will not cringe to read over and over with their

young 'uns. Hoberman has given us a book that is going to be appreciated by a wide range of ages.

All that and it's a clever idea to boot.Here's the premise. Each story in this book is a fairy tale. Each



fairy tale is a conversation between two characters. It is meant to be read aloud by either two

beginning readers or between a beginning and a more-advanced reader. After picking their parts the

readers alternate lines, rhyming all the while. So, for example, in "The Three Bears" we have one

reader say, "I'm Goldilocks" and another say "I'm Baby Bear". "What pretty fur!". "What pretty hair!".

You get the idea. Anything written in blue is meant to be read by both readers at the same time and

every poem/story ends with the lines, "You'll read to me! I'll read to you!". There are seven stories

altogether and each one softens the original tale just a bit.
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